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WHEN IT’S NOT APPROPRIATE TO 
REDUCE COSTS

As horse owners explore options to reduce costs, there 
are times when it is not appropriate to cut costs.

Buy quality hay. Hay (forage) should be the 1.	
backbone of your horse’s nutrition and should be 
at least 50 percent of the horse’s daily feed intake.
Emergency care. If a veterinarian is needed, do 2.	
not hesitate to contact one. Waiting to contact a 
veterinarian during an emergency can result in 
additional procedures and after care expenses. 
Recognize when a professional (veterinarian, farrier, 3.	
nutritionist, etc.) is needed and utilize him or her.
Core vaccinations and dental exams. Preventing 4.	
a disease is much more cost effective than 
treating a sick horse.     

CONCLUSION

Reducing costs associated with horse ownership 
takes hard work and some creativity. 

Most cost reducing opportunities fall in the area of 
preventative medicine, education and taking on the 
responsibilities of horse ownership. It is usually more 
cost efficient to keep a horse on the owner’s property 
or farm compared to boarding. Additional costs 
can be reduced through management, including 
improved housing, cleanliness, safety, bio-security 
and proper tack fitting. Having a good working 
relationship with your veterinarian and farrier can 
improve horse health and lead to significant savings.   

Improving feed efficiency and reducing storage and 
feeding waste will lead to additional savings. Finally, 
remember that research has shown that taking 
an active interest in and being involved with the 
daily care of a horse results in a healthier horse and 
reduced costs of ownership.  
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